March 29, I960 


Mr. Alfred D.Hock 
$1 Walsh Street 
Framingham, Mass. 

Bear Mr. Hock: 

In the numismatist, this month, I noticed that 
you have issued a Miller-Ryder reprint with nev. 
information carefully annotated and with 
photographic plates. 

Would you be kind enough to send me a copy, 
on approval, so that I may have the opportunity 
of purchasing it for ray library. 


Very truly yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


E?N/atb 


A. D. HOCH 


ANA 


NENA 


ANS 


iEarlg American (Enina mb (Eolmtg 

57 Walsh Street 

Framingham, Massachusetts TRinity 2-8070 


March 31, i960 


Dear- Mr, Newman: 


Thame you for your letter of the 29th. 


Ceorge Fuld and myself have reproduced 10 copies of the 
uller- Hyder iroqj his copy. The phot ographic plates are 
the same as in the original and the notes are a composite of 
tx.e new information developed by yourself and other leading 
: u horities ■ nd collectors. These annotations were copied 
p om 3 ob Flack’ s book. ;e ares selling them at cost, 35, 00,' 


1 V? s under, the impression that you were fully aware of 
un( ^ e;r t a king and that ultimately vou are planning on 
editing a new and complete reference book on Connecticut cents. 


Please let me know 35 if you would still like to see 

a copy. 


^•^42 7 2 


I recently picked up a Mai’ is 44-c F, 

and a Miller T P# 3^-B^ 


killer 


Cr. 


, , „ - XF , Would you happen to 
Know how many of each of these varieties are known‘s Thev 
are part of my very small collection. ‘ J 


Very truly yours, 

(X 

A1 Hoch 


April h, I960 


Mr.Al Ho 
57 Walsh 
Fratningh 



Dear Mr. Hock: 

I would like to see your Miller-Ryder book and 
if you would mail it to n.e by book-post, I will 
be glad to return it. I am interested in the 
form of the annotations. 

I was aware that George wanted to do something 
cf this sort and did not know that you were 
participating in his activity. 

As far as the number known of any particular 
Connecticut variety, this is a most elusive 
matter. 

Your 1788 piece is a nice one, rege rdless,and 
is probably over a Nova. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. MS V MAT- 


June 6, I960 


Mr# A1 Hoch 
57 Walsh Street 
Framingham, Mass 

Dear Mr.Hooh< 

1 wish to thank you* very much, for lending m& 
the Illller-Ryder book which you had reproduced# 

I very carefully compared it with my notes and have 
made a number of additions and amendments, in 
pencil, on your copy, which is being returned to 
you under separate cover. It is ray hope that I 
wij.l be able to publish this in revised form and 
add a . reat deal of other Connecticut material 
to it but this research project needs the cooper- 
ation of others as to pictures and for the present 
I not getting that cooperation* 

; have a number of other research projects pend- 
ing and therefore am not going to push the Conn- 
ecticut matter for the present# 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPM/etb 
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June 17, 1960 


Mr.A.B. Hooh 
£7 Walsh Street 
Framingham, Ma33. 

Dear r . Hoch * 

Your very nice letter of June 13, I960 interests me very 
much, I certainly congratulate you on the discovery of 
the new Vermont piece. If you are writing an article on it 
and other Vermont items I will be glad to give you any in- 
formation I have on that subject and I presume you are 
familiar with the article T wrote in the 1958 A.N.S. Cen- 
tennial Issue. 1 would like to have a glossy print of 
the Vermont piece as soon as yo take a picture of it 
and, if possible, if you could make one the exact size 
of the coin. 

I would appreciate very much if you would forward to me, 
for examination, all of your ’-'achin’ s Hills pieces, in- 
cluding the duplicates. Ibis is theoonly way I can do my 
research - to see as many as possible. 

I would also like to see your New Jersey piece struck over 
the Machin’s Mills piece so as to identify the die variety 
of the under-poin positively. 

I very much appreciate your willingness to assist in any 
way you can if the Connecticut project gets rolling. Right 
now I am spread out too thin, researching three or four 
things at the same time, with none near completion for 
the moment. In any event, I will return the coins which 
you send me very promptly. 

Kindest regards, and thanks. 


Sincerely yours. 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


July 5, I960 


Mr.A. D. Hocb 
$7 Walsh Street 
Framingham, Mass* 

Dear Hr, Hocht 

I have been working all weekend on Machin's 
Mills coinage and I believe I must write this 
matter up first. (it is about time as I have 
worked on it for 12 years)* 

I am returning your eight pieces herewith 
and am pleased to tell you that you have four 
different Machln pieces instead of only three, 
if you count the beaten up piece. 

Would you now be nice enough to send me the 
Mew Jersey over Machins, the photo of which you 
sent* 

Thanks for your kindness and cooperation. 

Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWHAM 


E IN/atb 


July 13, I960 


Mr* A, D, Hoch 
£7 Walsh Street 
Framingham, Mass. 

Dear Mr* Hoolu 

In connection with your letter of July 7, I960, I certainly 
wish you luck in acquiring more Machins Mills pieces. By 
all means obtain any imitation English halfpence as there 
are other American sources thah Machine Mills. I will, natur- 
ally, be glad to look theta over. 

Your New Jersey 71-y is not a Machine Mills product, in my 
opinion, as the New Jersey coins circulated for a higher 
monetary value than the Machins Mills pieces in 1789 and 
therefore it was very easy to overstrike for profit. 

In view of your interest in this field I am wondering whether 
you have the time or the inclination to go to Boston Public 
Library, or the Library at Harvard, or the Massachusetts 
Historical Society, or the American Antiquarian Society, 
and look through some of the Boston newspapers for articles 
concerning English copper halfpence in the 178U-66 period. 

If you do I will give you some leads as to what to look for 
as your beloved Massachusetts was the source of imitation 
coppers before Machins Mills even got started. I think you 
will get a tremendous charge out of finding unknown material 
and I shall be more than glad to give you full recognition 
in the book I am writing on the subject. 

Your coins will be returned in due course. 


Cordially yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPM/atb 


57 Walsh Street 
Framingham, Massachusetts 


JL A wiux | 

July 28, i960 


Eric P. Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores Inc. 

400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Missouri 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

I am delighted to know that counterfeits exist made in the 
states other than Machins Mills pieces, and I shall more dili- 
gently examine junk boxes for them. I hone to acquire a small 
collection of Blacksmith tokens soon which I would be hapry 
to let you examine if you are interested. 

Although my free time is somewhat limited, I would very much 
like to be of assistance in gathering data for you on counterfeits 
As Worcester is fairly close and easily gotten to, I would prefer 
to start there. I will start with Boston newspapers in the period 
you mentioned unless you have further or more specific suggestions 


Very truly yours, 



Alfred D. Hoch 


July 29, I960 


Arc Alfred B. Hoch 
£7 Walsh Street 
Framingham, Mass. 

Dear Mr. Hoch* 

I do expect to call on you when I get around to the work 
on Connecticut coppers and. look forward to a decent picture 
of your new Vermont. 

I am returning herewith the 1738 Machine Mills piece and 
the Mew Jersey struck over the Machine Mills piece and. 
wish to thank you very much for lending them to me. 

You asked whether my work on achins Wills will include the 
Vermont, Connecticut and. Hew Jersey coins and I can assure 
you that to the extent logic permits, I will. I know of 
no basis whatever of including the New Jersey coins as Kachin 
ill 11 8 was out of business, in my opinion, prior to the time 
it lias worth while to overstamp coppers with the Hew Jersey 
in si gnia . 


I t. looking forward to your write-up of the Vermont • o. 37 
anc have heard about it from Picker, also. 

Let me ask you whether you might be inheres i in certain 
further research. '?he American Antiquarian >ocietj has a 
superb collection of early -A erican new spa r s • I ant very 
anxious to check over certain of these newspapers in the 
l?8l>-6 period with respect to articles on coinage. X have 
checked all I can on microfilm. Would you be interested in 
looking for interesting articles? Some of these newspape s 
are also available in the Boston Public Library and others 
at the Massachusetts Historical Society. I think yoii would 
get a tremendous kick out of the discovery of new comments 
on coinage because this is Virgin territory to a great extent 


CERTIFIED MAIL 


Cordially yours. 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


August 1, I960 


Mr. Alfred D. Hoch 
£7 Walsh Street 
Framingham, Mass. 

Dear Mr. Hoch: 

I an delighted that you are willing to do some work on the 
newspapers available in your area in relation to copper coin- 
age and counterfeiting of copper coinage. You will find the 
work very rewarding. You could begin January 1, 178lt and you 
must stop September 1, 1789. 

I have a great many articles already from various papers in 
New England indicating the counterfeiting and I am enclosing 
a few of them so that you can s^e what there is. It is parti- 
cularly important that you find the counterfeiting which took 
placeat Rehoboth in the 178li-86 period. 

I suggest that you start with the Massachusetts Spy, later 
known as the Worce ste r Magazine , the complete file of which is 
in the American Antiquarian Society. Then you might do the 
Massachusetts Gen tine 1. In order to save time take only the 
datelines from New England cities, eliminating Hew York, Phila- 
delphia, etc.,ynless you want to check them, but the part of the 
story which is unknown is the New England counterfeiting and 
this would not come out of news from other than New England. 
Please look for items involving the Connecticut coppers and 
Vermont coppers, or the Nova Constellatios, the Fugios, or 
English coppers, etc. 

For years I have been digging on this subject in preparation 
for ray book and I do want it understood that the information 
which I am turning over to you is not to be published other- 
wise. I certainly will give you full credit for the items which 
you find. 

You have no idea how exciting it is to find something new to 
piece together this mystery even though scanning the many 
articles will be very, very tedious. 

believe it or not, I just found a reference to the Continental 
pewter dollars published in a newspaper in 1786 in the Massa- 
chusetts Centenial. 



As to collecting Massachusetts counterfeit coppers, this is 
extremely elusive as I suspect they are cast copies of both 
genuine and counterfeit coins made in England. I do not think 
they prepared separate dies. I cannot uncierstand how they cast 
the coins, yet the news articles so indicate. 

Good luck. 


Sincerely, 


ERIC P. NS EH AM 


EPN/atb 


57 Walsh Street 
Framingham, Mass 
August 30, i 960 


Mr, Eric P. Newmwn 
Edison Brothers Stores Inc, 

400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2 Mo. 

Dear Mr. Newmwn: 

I have spent some time at the American Antiquarian Society but 
I am not convinced that I have found anything useful to you. I 
had hoped to find something nice on State coins or their counter- 
feiting, I am not giving up and will persue this farther at the 
soonest possible time, although as I mentioned before my time is 
limited due to the fact I am employed 6 days a week. 

Being especially interested in State coins, I have begun the 
long task of forming a set of photographs of the Conn, cents 
for reference purposes, I do not intend to publish this of 
course. 

I have searched the Massachusetts Spy from Ian 1,1784 to 
Sept. 1,1789, with the exception of all of 1787 which I could 
not immediately obtain. I will finish this off next time and 
also the Centinel. 

Enclosed please find the information I have found. 


Very truly yours, 



Alfred D. Hoch 


September 16, I960 


Mr. Alfred D. Hoch 
£7 Walsh Street 
Framingham, Mass. 

Dear Mr. Hoch: 

i!is is just a letter to cheer you up. I know how much time 
you have spent hoping to find something really exciting 
on state coinage or counterfeit coppers. I am sure you will 
have better luck in The Massachusetts Centinel than in The 
Spj . I i is very nice for you to send me this data so 
promptly and I have distributed it into proper files. 

I have been running into a lot of blind leads lately but 
the hope of finding something worthwhile keeps me rolling. 

Good luck. 


Sincerely, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


E ‘N/atb 


September 16, I960 


Mr. Alfred D. Hoch 
£7 Walsh Street 
Framingham, Mass. 

Dear Mr. Hoch t 

I am delighted that you are forming a set of photographs at 
Connecticut cents. Tour intention not to publish these 
varieties should not be too pisitive. Norman Bryant has a 
great many photographs of Connecticut coppers. I also have 
a number of photographs. The A.N.S. has a beautiful col- 
lection of Connecticut coppers and theirs can be readily 
photographed. I have a few other friends who likewise will 
turn up some. Nothing would please me more than to have 
these published along with the Miller revision and along with 
a large amount of new information which I have obtained on 
Connecticut coppers. I only wish we could all work together 
and that the A.N.S. would publish the entire project - which 
I believe they will. 

Tale University has a rather excellent collection, Mrs.Norweb 
has an excellent collection and the Fred Boyd Estate has a 
very large group. Getting these photographs together is a 
real challenge and I wish you a lot of luck with it. 

Best wishes. 


Since rely. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


57 Welsh Street 
Framingham, Mass, 
November 3, ld 60 


Mr, Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores 
400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2 , Mo, 

Dear Mr, Newman: 

I am ha-pry that you are considering the publication of information 
on new varieties of Virginia pieces in the newsletter and as I . 
do not yet have enough material to fill the forthcoming second 
issue, I ho re your article can be used here. It would be nice to 
use photos and if you could give me an idea of how many there 
will be and what diameter, I can tenatively plan the layout. The 
final composite -photo will have the individual coins very close 
to the size of the original -photos supplied. To save costs I 
have purchased an 8 x 10 contact printer and have printed the phot 
myself. The paper is a Kodak AD- TYPE which is designed to fold 
without cracking or separating with use. 

About 2 # copies of the newsletter were sent out and all of the 
comments received so far have been very encouraging. The main 
problem, aside from financing, will probably be obtaining written 
contributions and I suppose suceess will depend primarily on this. 

Ted Craige may do the XX Fugio reverse which has not been -published 
yet, and I assume he will have his coin photographed and ask your 
blessing. 

For some future issue, in part, I have an idea that it might be 
worthwile to describe and picture the few N.J. Cents that have been 
discovered since Maris but not pictured anywhere. My plates are 
not from Maris and I need some help in selecting the varieties that 
would be ggod candidates as well as an opinion on the advisability 
of doing it. May I please have your ideas? 

Mr. Picker has been especially cooperative. 

My one disapointment is that we will be unable to mention the new 
Vermont #38 discovery. 


Very truly yours, 
Alfred D. Hoch 
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November 21, I960 


Mr, A.D.Hoch 
57 Walsh Street 
Framingham, Mass, 

Dear Mr, Hoch: 

Thank you for y our notes on the Connecticut 
Journal which you sent to me . I have read 
virtually all of the Connecticut papers for 
this period and thus ara familiar with these 
items. What I had hoped was that the Massa- 
chusetts papers would have something in 178U 
concerning the Bungtowns or the counterfeit 
coppers . 

Keep up the good work. 


Sincerely, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/& tb 


57 Walsh Street 
Framingham, Massachusett 
January 9, I96I 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Store 
400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 

Dear Mr . Newma n : 

I am fairly certain I have a new Fugio reverse die 
combined with obverse 17. The reverse seems similar to 
reverse I s but the elates are not too clear. May I send 
the coin to you for authentication? 

I have acouired a number of Machins Mills nieces 
which you have not seen. I would be hanny to send these 
for your insnection. 

The second issue of the Colonial Newsletter will be 
mailed this week. 


Very truly yours, 



Alfred D. Hoch 


January 10, 1961 


Mr. Alfred D. Hoch 
£7 Walsh Street 
Framingham, Mass. 

Dear Mr. Hoch: 

Thank you for your note of January 9 with respect 
to the new Fugio reverse. I certainly hope yours 
is a new one and presume you already are familiar 
with the new ones published in the Ruddy-Bowers 
pamphlet. Since that time a new reverse KK has 
been discovered and I am enclosing its picture. 

In any event I will be glad to look over your 
piece • 

Naturally, I would be delighted to look over the 
Machins Mills pieces which you have located and 
I hope you will send them to me. 

I am looking forward to the News Letter, as always. 
Best regards for the New Year. 


Sincerely, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


E^N/atb 
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17 Eva Path 
Commack, New York 
January 3°» 1961 


Dear Eric: 

Thanks for your letter of January 25 and the offering of the 
missouri note. I am sorry to say that I cannot use this particular 
nice note in trade for the St, Louis Bank odl U.S. Counterfeit, I 
realize you may be getting very tired of offering me things but I 
am confident that we can ultimately get toge&ther on it: 

I will trade, very likely, the Bank of US note for any of the 
following. 

1. 2 tokens cataloging 7»5° i n Atwoods latest catalog 

2 . 3 tokens cataloging 5*60 each in Atwood's catalog. 

3. 1 reasonably nice American Made Imitation halfpence not on 
Vlack* s plate 

4 . Almost any token which has Ter,, T. or Territory on it with 
the exception of Indian Ter r© to ry, assixixix This includeds 
beer checks and what not. 

5. 3 interesting Sutler tokens not of very common types 


6 . Any 3 Embossed Shell Cards 


Your Alabama Territory item and your St. Louis Post Office 
scrip sound fantastic, but I have already made a comittment 
to a dealer on the note on khhxxhsiehIx a consignment basis. 

My price is so hi gh , however , that it is likely I will ultimately 
get it back and then, if you still have any interest, we can try 
to trade again. I hope this action does not cause any hards feelings. 


I have checked the border designs and the position of the Plate 
letters with the photos that I have in regard to the possibility 
that denominations wxex were changed and new notes were printed 
and cannot find any evidence of similarity at all and conclude 
that this was not done. If xerox prints of all the notes I have 
would help, I would be happy to make them for you. 


Sincerely 
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February 2, 1961 


Hr. Alfred D. Hoch 
57 Walsh Street 
Framingham, Massachusetts 

Dear Mr. Hoch* 

Delighted to see the new items. 
Our letters crossed. 


lours truly. 


Eric P. Newman 


From the desk of 
ERIC P. NEWMAN 


January 31, 1961 


Hr* ^.D.Hoch 
£7 Walsh Street 
Framingham, Mas e* 

Dear Hr* Hoch: 

The reverse of the Fugio you sent me is absolutely 
new and will be designated as Reverse ”J”* Is 
there any chance that you might be willing to 
trade this item to me for something else, or 
sell it to me? You might want to write it up 
in your bulletin and I will send you a picture 
of it, which I have taken. 

Best wishes* 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


B?N/a tb 


February 7, 1961 


Mr. Alfred D. Hoch 
i>7 Valsh Street 
Framingham, lass. 

Dear Mr. Hochs 

The Colonial Hews Letter is bound to be a labor of 
love on your behalf. You must remain the editor. 

It certainly could include Colonial currency as 
Util as coins without changing the name* 

Perhaps yo\i could establish a subscription rate 
with a free subscription to an one who contributed 
acceptable articles. Photographic plates are 
necessary. 

Please send me the rest of the halfpence and I will 
return the entire group together. 


Cordially yours. 


ERIC P. IE . 


BPM/atb 


March lh, 1961 


Mr. Alfred Hoch 
£7 Walsh Street 
Framingham, Maas. 

Dear AX* 

It was a pleasure for me to meet you and your wife and I look 
forward to many further opportunities to push forward our 
mutual interest. 

To comply with our understanding, I have written ANS, in accord- 
ance with the enclosed copy. I have written Picker, in accord- 
ance with the enolosed copy. 

I am enclosing the negative of the 1796 George Washington and 
would appreciate it if you would return it after it has served 
your purpose. I am returning herewith the 1778 Machins Mills 
piece which I borrowed. 

You sta ted that a fellow by the name of Stillman, in Texas, 
states that he has the order in which the i'ugios were strucK. 

I would like to write himand see if that information can be 
sent to me for subsequent use. Would you send me his name and 
address • 

With respect to the paper money which you showed me it so happens 
I do not have the $10 Exchange Bank of Providence, the 12f$ 

Jersey City, or the Manufacturers Bank of North Providence. 

Would" you be willing to trade these items for something equi- 
valent or are you deeply or too firmly attached to them. 

I meant everything I said when I indicated that I would like 
for you to submit to me any items which you have the oppor- 
tunity of purchasing and which you do not wish and I will gladly 
pay you 10$6 or send you things for your service. Usually, when 
things are submitted to me by dealers, the price is made rididu- 
lous and I have to return them. 

With my best wishes for a life full of continued accomplish- 
ments and pleasure. 


Sincerely, 


EPN/a tb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


57 Walsh Street 
Framingham, Massachusetts 
March 24, I 96 I 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores 
400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

Your negatives will be returned shortly. Many thanks 
for their use. 

Just received your corrected cony for publication in 
the Newsletter, A retyped copy is enclosed to make sure it 
is exactly as you want it. Publication will be delayed for 
weeks until I can pay the printer for the last issue, I 
have also sent George a retyped copy. 

I am enclosing the cor.y sent for publication in the ON 
on Fugio Cents by Mr. Richard A, Parker, 1144 So, Bronson Ave . , 
Los Angeles, Calif. If possible, I would appreciate advice 
on the advisability of printing it and, if O.K. , any corrections 
or editing it may require. 

I wish to keep the notes I have in my collection but 
thank you for offering to buy them or trade, I will be happy 
to submit items to you that I am able to obtain on consignment 
from time to time. 

Mr. James C. Snilman, 141S Flamingo Lane, Garland, Texas, 
has not yet clarified what he has done with the Fugio. He 
wrote me that he has studied many of the dies minutely and can 
trace the usage of the hubs and in some respects the secuence 
of strikings. I requested that he submit the results of his 
research to the CN for publication and I still have high hopes 
that he will seriously consider doing this. 

I do not, if possible, wish to establish a dealer-customer 
relationship with you. I promised you first (and last) crack 
at the 17- J and I am now required to sell it. My initial 
asking price is $ 2 ^ 0 , 


- 2 - 


I am still working on the layout of the Connecticut 
dies for the forthcoming book. The 17^7 ’s are real hard with 
103 interlocks necessary on one -elate alone. 

I needn’t tell you that it was a great pleasure and 
privilege to be able to meet you. 


Sincerely, 



March 29, 1961 


Mr. Alfred Hoch 
97 Walsh Street 
Framingham, Mass. 

Dear Al: 

With respect to the article on Fugio Cents submitted by Richard 
A. Parker, I donot believe that this is the type of material 
you wish to publish. In spite of praising the work done by 
a few of us, it is highly inaccurate, having copied certain 
errors introduced by a few of those who are praised. The 
fundamental fact is that nothing stated is at all new. The 
article is self-condemning by its statement that it is entire- 
ly gathered from research done by others. 

As you may know, I am writing a monograph on the subject of 
the Fugio coinage to try to make clear much of its history. 

Thank you, very much, for offering me the 17-J Fugio at $280.00. 
It may be worth it but, unfortunately, I would not enjoy it at 
that price. I base my values on the price at which I would 
enjoy coins regardless of what others might pay or what they 
might be worth. Good luck in selling it. 

Thank you for the address of Spilman. I am writing him. 

I fully appreciate the problem you are having with the 1787 
interlocks on Connecticut coinage. 

Unfortunately, I heard from Packer that the owner of Ryder 38 
will not permit its picture to be published as yet. 

I am returning herewith the Washington article, corrected. 

My best to your wife and your two cute kids. 

Sincerely, 


EPN/atb 


ERIC ?. NEWMAN 


March 30, 1961 


Mr. A.D. Koch 
57 Viaish Street 
Framingham, Mass* 

Dear Al* 

I enclose herewith eight negatives belonging to 
the ANS covering the 1785 Connecticut coinage 
being Nos* 60 1551 through 1558. Please comply 
with the following instructions to enable me to 
get the cooperation from ANS as I have in the 
pa s t • 


Return these directly to me after use, 
promptly. 

Please be very careful of them* 

Do not disclose to ary others that I am 
releasing ANS negatives to you or anyone 
else . 

As long as you are making prints, my suggestion 
is that you make two sets for me. 

ANS tells me that these were the only ones they 
have taken so far and, as you can see, are a 
special order for you. 

Kindest regards* 


Sincerely yours. 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 
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April 20, 1961 


Dear Al, 

Thanks, so much, for "the counte 
stamped Jo. It is obviously 
a fake, as you well know. 

Sincerely, 


From the desk of 
ERIC P. NEMAN 
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May 1, 1961 


Mr* A. D* Hoch 
£ 7 Walsh Street 
Framingham, Mass. 

Dear Al: 

Under separate cover I am sending the following Numismatists: 
February, March, April, August, 1920 
March, September, October, November, December, 1919 
March, I960 
March, October, 1900 
I think I can get more for you. 

I would like to have from you: 

January, 189? 

November, December, 1910 
November, 1912 

If you feel like balancing off you can send me any extra 1913 
and 1921. 

Please do not be concerned about the Metropolitan publication 
which Breen is going to edit. Breen does not follow through on 
projects with others, in rca^y cases, and the expense is going 
to be substantial. Nobody wants to write for unknown publi- 
cations, as you well know, and it takes a lot of energy to 
keep a regular publication. Bowers wrote me about submitting 
items to publish in it so you see they are searching for mater- 
ial Just like anyone else. T^e Important thing for you is 
whether you have the material and whether it is financially 
advisable to continue. This must be your decision. The mania 
for everyone having his own publication is, in ay opinion, 
ridiculous. 


M r .^. v. Hooh 


May 1, 1961 


The Rhode Island notes which you found are not Bills of Credit 
or circulating notes but interest bearing Redemption Certifi- 
cates payable to specific people. They certainly are related 
to currency by virtue of mentioning that they are issued in 
redemption of Bills of Credit, This certainly shows why early 
Rhode Island currency is scarce because they were redeemed. 
This is a fascinating find of yours. 

Good luck. 


Sincerely, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


E N/atb 


5/2/61 


Dear Al, 


/ 


Enclosed is the ANS collection 
census of Connecticut coins pre- 
pared by Barnsley. This will be 
helpful to you. 

Please do not spread it or use it 
without Barnsley’s approval. 


Sincere ly. 



From the desk of 
ERIC P. HENMAN 
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June lU, 1961 


Mr. A1 Hoch 
57 Walsh Street 
Fra Tin gh am, Mass. 

Dear Alj 

I have been bogged down but wanted to tell you that 
I received Mrs. Norweb’s collection cf Connecticut 
coopers for study and can take pictures of any of 
those varieties which you do not have oictures of. 
It is therefore essential for you to urge the ANS 
to continue with the photographs and you can use 
this situation as a means of doing so. I dm send- 
ing you a check list of the collection. 

As far as photographing the paper money at the 
American Antiquarian Society, I am sure you will 
find them very cooperative and you may certainly 
mention that you are a good friend of mine. They 
don’t know me so well either so it may do you more 
harm than good. 

The 180U-05 dollar article has sent everyone in 
a hubbub so I am going to use this as the subject 
of a talk at the annual convention of the A.N.A. 
There will be many machine guns loaded. 

My kindest personal regards. 


Since rely , 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 




June 30, 1961 


Mr .A, D. Hoch 
£7 Walsh Street 
Framingham, Mass, 

Dear Al* 

Thank you for letting me see the imitation British 
halfpence which is returned herewith, I have 
as yet found no way to determine which ones are 
British and which ones are American. I have 
several hundred which I continue to study for that 
purpose. If you want to let me have this one I 
will send you another one in return as this is 
a variety I do not happen to havp , 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


E N/a tb 


57 Walsh Street 


Famingham, Mass. 
August 14, 1961 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Store 
400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis, Mo. 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

Please excuse my long delay in writing but I have really been loaded with 
a new proj ect at work, my vacation trip, the Colonial Newsletter and 
our forthcoming move to a little bigger place in Natick. 

In July I photographed the Connecticut Cent^ collections of Ned Barnsley and 
Phil KeHer. The films turned out fairly good but it will be several months 
before I get the cjiance to print them all up. I mentioned to Ned the possibility 
of us three working on the Connecticut book togeather per your suggestion but 
he would not make any direct comment on this. I hope we can make some 
arrangement on this soon if anything is going to be done, not that I have anything 
significant to contribute, but I just have an uncontrollable urge to get things 
done or see them done. 

With your permission I will keep the half pence you returned until I can myself 
be sure it is not of American Manufacture. Just looking over my Machins 
collection of immitation 1/2 d's and I now have 31 pieces of 9 different die 
combinations. Just picked up the most tremendous one I have seen, EF, new 
obverse but same reverse as the Vermont Brittaina 17 87. 

The past due issue of the CN will be in the mails this Friday. Have gone to 
phot© offset due to costs and I don't know if it will b'A presentable or not -ek 
but it should be a better job than the MNJ at any rate which is acceptable as 
far as I can see. This time 16 pages including 5 pages of plates. Offered the 
editorship to Ned Barnsley and also Phil Keller but they both did notwam want 
it due to various reasons. Labor of Love IS RIGHT, . . 

Heard you ssce were in Africa and I hope you had good luck. Sorry to have missed 
yourtalk on the 180 4 half dollar. Sure would have loved to get the final and absolute 
story on it . 

Picker tells me you made a boo boo on the 17-J (I), rather he says I did. Guess 
I'll rax write a little something in the next CN if you confirm his thoughts. 


Sincerely, 



al 


57 Walsh Street 
Framingham, Mass. 
August 20, 1961 


Dear Mr. Newman: 

I have had the good fortune of obtaining a duplicate counterfeit Geo. Ill identical 
to the last one I sent to you which you wanted to have for your collection. It 
is enclosed and you may have it. Perhaps the fact that another showed up 
so soon might slightly help the case for its American manufacture. 

Enclosed also is another half penee of odd workmanship which I just aquired. 
Please return it at your convenience. 


Sincerely, 


Alfred D. Hoch 


Aug at 30, 


1961 


Kr.A.IJ. Koch 
57 Welsh Street 
Framingham, Mass, 

Bear Al: 

I have oeen slightly involved in matters concerning 1806 
dollars lately and one thing is sure and that is that research 
can g^t very exciting. I have even been threatened with law 
suiua. n Atlanta, during the convent! ...r, it was interesting 
to see even the dealers in attendance at an educational program 

I am delighted that you photographed hod’s and -r. Keller* s 
collections of Gonnec ticuts. 1 on! wish knew which ones 
of the orweb pieces which have on hand require photography 
as I would like to eliainu e as much duplication as possible. 

As far as the Connecticut book is concerned, Hed is probably 
trying to be diplomatic and he probably wants to be sure 
it is satisfactory to me. ?he important thing is to get the 
pictures of the missing i terns and a list of un photographed 
varieties should be promptly assembled* 

1 take the responsibility for the error on the 17-J Fuglo . 

I was the first to admit to icker that it was an 17-1 

but that was a new oonbiration, in any event. fhla has solved 

the fact that there were several clickings in the £ reverse. 

1. am returning the imitation halfpence which you l*’t me see 
and 1 only wish ;me way of telling if it is American. 

fhank you for the imitation halfpence. Just one more mystery 
to struggle with. 

I wish you would give ne your scientific thoughts on how these 
miserable halfpence were nade. Is it possible that the dies 
themselves were cast Iron made from coin impressions ir. sand? 
Xhis doesn’t seem possible because the coins all ac-em to be 
different. hat would be a cheap w«r of making dies with 
poor relief and detail? 


2 - 


August 30, 1961 


r. A. 1. Boch 


I would like to have your description of the nine different 
Mach ins pieces you have to see if there are any I do not know 
about. Merely *ive rae the dates and general characteristics 
for the moment. 

uooc luck in your r.ew home. 


Sincerely , 


h. 


£ r M/a t b 
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September 8, 1961 


Mr.Al Koch 
18 Irving Road 
Natick, ’-'asa. 

Dear A1 : 

I want to congratulate you on the number of 
Kachin’s Mills pieces which you have assembled. 
There is still the following ones which you 
should look for: 

Combination of Betts 5 and 18 ; 

First I of III broken with Reverse 18; 

Obverse similar to 16 but G nearer bust with 18; 

Combination of Betts III and 18. 

A group of imitation halfpence dated 1775 and 
earlier have been offered to me through Richard 
Picker for $ 2,$0 each. If you are interested, 
please let me know but I feel the price is 
completely out of line. I did, however, want 
to submit it to you to have your comments. 

Cordially, 


E ?N / a tb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


18 Irving Road 
Natick, Mass. 
Sept. 10, 1961 


Mr. Eric P. Newman: 

Edison Brothers Stores 
400 Washington Ave. 

St Louis 2. Mo. 

Dear Mr . Newm-' ; n : 

From what I read in Coin World I am happy you nut the handwriting 
on the wall. I wished I could have been there. I was amused by 
Mr. Werners disinterest in die xxritlxx varieties which I am 
sure the court would not share. 

I have just obtained a copy of your article in the 1958 ANS 
Centenial Publication. Not that my opinion is significant, hut 
I found it the most absorbing and delightful work of its kind 
I have read yet. 

- finally got a room to myself; things are still 
in a mess though. 

I will get to printing the Conn, cents I have on film as soon as 
possible. I took a picture of all the scarce coins plus all the 
top condition pieces, so the job is a large one. I have been organizing 
them by mounting them on filing cards and will have about 12 inches 
deep when every thing is printed and in from ANS. I cannot 

at this time say what ones I am lacking or what ones I have a single 
photo of which is very poor or worn. I will supply this information 
as soon as possible. This is not a small task, 

I will give some thought to the problem of instant dies. I would 
not like to guess without a little data or thought. I wonder what 
happened to all the early dies. One of these days I f qi going to take 
my mine detector to a few old mint sites. 


Sincerely, 



Alfred D. Hoch 


18 Irving Road 
Natick, Mass, 

September 11, 1961 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

Thanks for letter of Sept. 8. Guess our 
letter crossed, 

I appreciate the list of combinations of 
Machins which I lack. I actually find these 
the most exciting thing I collect. 

Thanks for tip on Picker’s immitation 
halfpence. I think I w r ill pass as I am 
only interested in the Machins pieces, 
the device-interlocked pieces, or punch, 
and those of exceptionally crude or unusual 
workmanship. I’ve been selling my counterfeit 
English made 1/2 d’s to Jerome Goldman at 
25 to 5 CM and I am rather blindly assuming 
these to be abundant in the lot. 

Point of information - your letter states 
’’immitation halfpence dated 1775,,, ” 

I thought to qualify as ’imitation’ no 
genuine could have been coined in that 
particular year and I’ve got a note somewhere 
that genuine were made in 1775, 

Could you write a little article for the 
next issue of the CN? 


Sincerely, 

Cbl 


September 19, 1961 


Mr. A1 Hoch 
18 Irving Hoad 
Natick, Massachusetts 

bear Al: 

Thank you so much for the remarks you made about some 
of my research. I find research is very exciting, and 
I do not mean necessarily the furor which seems to 
have been caused when I spoke in Atlanta. I have been 
working for 15 years on the Machins project and hope 
to finish it in due course. Xou can imagine my ex- 
citement when I discovered the 1776 imitation after 
Breen, Stacks, etc. had passed it up, 

lour friend, Jerome Goldman was formerly a St . Louisian 
and I think I am responsible for getting him so in- 
terested in the counterfeit pieces. His family were 
very close friends of ours years ago. 

I used the word imitation very loosely because I con- 
sider anything which was made without a violation of 
the counterfeit law to be an imitation even if dated 
1775 when genuine pieces were coined. In other words, 
if a character in New York, Rhode Island or Pennsylvania, 
etc. made copper dated 1775 in 178U, these would be 
imitations and not counterfeits. They could not have 
been counterfeits if there were no law in those com- 
munities against making them. 

Please give me a few days to think of something to 
write for you as I am flooded with projects for the 
moment • 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 


EP N : dv 



Mr, Eric P, Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores 
400 Washington Street 
St. Lodis, Mo. 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

Thank you for your letters of the 16th. Two days ago I 
sent you the results of my search in the Centinel and I 
am happy that I found a reference to counterfeiting. I 
will continue as soon as I get the chance. 

The material you sent to me will oe kept in the strictest 
confidence. 

I anticipate being able to send you the better photograoh 
that you requested of the Ryder 37 soon, 

I have already asked the ANS for photographs of the 17#5 
Connecticut dies in their collection. Unfortunately their 
service is not the best(for good reason I am sure) but I 
hone to use these as the basis and improve from there on. 
Naturally you shall have all the results obtained. 

There is one small problem: If I do succeed in compiling 

a set of nlates of the Connecticuts I would be under nressure 
to give sets to my friends. How would this affect their 
possible use(in pert) in your forthcoming work? Or, what 
would be the conseouences of such a preliminary distribution? 

I would like to mention that I have initiated the publication 
of a newsletter specifically for those interested in Early 
American andState coins. There are 4 contributers in the 
first issue which should be completed h in a few weeks. 
Perhaps I have bitten off too much but I sincerely believe 
in tne need and utility of such a means of communication. 

Your evaluation of the newsletter will be appreciated and 
greatly respected. 


Very truly yours, 



Alfred D. Hoch 


/f> 
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October 16, 1961 


Hr. A 1 Hoch 
18 Irving Road 
Natick, Mass. 

Dear Hr. Hoch: 

I do not blame you for being excited about the 
photographs you sent me. The item which you 
photographed is in superb condition, and I have 
only seen three specimens of it, mine being from 
the Hall collection. 

four notations indicated that you had four specimens . 
of the 1778 type with three pair of leaves in the 
headdress. My specimen is rather mediocre and I 
am wondering if your second-best specimen is in 
nice shape. 

Perhaps I could improve one of your specimens. 

I have been excited about this field for the last 
fifteen years and the material for ay book has 
been slowly assembled. It is the most frustrating 
subject I have ever imagined. In other words, I 
icnow positively that in Massachusetts in 178 L there 
were half-pence made, and I have no way of identifying 
what they were. I assume they were not dated I 78 I 4 . 
and were dated 1775* They, no doubt, are exactly 
like English counterfeits. 

I am glad you are at work on the photos. 

Sincerely, 


EPN/ak 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 
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November 2, 1961 


Hr .A. b. Hoch 
18 Irving Road 
Natick, Mass. 

Dear Al: 

lou were very nice to send me the two 1778 pieces 
which were your best ones. I am keeping one of 
them as you suggested and. am returning the other 
herewith. You asked for a double line variety 
and I fortunately have a duplicate and am enclos- 
ing the same herewith. This is a very scarce piece 
in decent condition. I hope you like it. 

I hereby challenge you to determine the distinction 
between American and English counterfeits as I 
believe the American counterfeits were made from 
dies cast by using British counterfeits. A metalurgy 
sample would not be of any benefit. 

Hope you had a good time at MANA and 1 look forward 
to more Connecticut pictures whenever the spirit 
moves you. 

I have nearly finished the book on the l80h dollars 
and it has been exhausting. I will never win a popu- 
larity contest by writing it and hope to get back 
to early American pieces soon. 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


1# Irving ^oad 
Natick, Mass. 
November 29, 1961 


Mr. brie P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores 
400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Mo. 

^ear Mr. Newman: 

Thank you for your comments of November 2 and please excuse 
my delay in answering. 

I was very harry to get the nice double dateline variety of 
Machins Mills niece from you. It is a welcome addition to 
my small collection and will be esnecially valued since it 
came from you. 

I have located another snecimen of the Machins niece I sent 
an enlargement of to you. It is in the collection of Ted 
Craige, good condition and holed. Surmising enough, it is the 
only Geo, III- Britania Machin's niece in his collection. 

My suggestion on the use of metalurgical data as a clue to 
where the metal was mined w r as only a thought snd NOT a 
statement of proven fact. I still believe that this kind 
of data MIGHT give some interesting correlations and I am 
now actively in the process of obtaining some sample tests. 

I plan to determine if there are any consistant and character- 
istic differences in the metalurgical content of my Geo. Ill 
Machins as comnared with some of the light weight counterfeit 
halfipense which I arbitrarily term English-ma#e . I accept 
your challenge in' - so 'far as I will submit to you any results 
which seem significant. 

I have noted in the 1#57 transactions of the American Ant. 
Society a 25 page note on "The Coinage of Massachusetts" in 
which some mention of the G.S. shilling is made, I know it is 
foblish to think you may not have this - but I can nhoto-copy 
it if you do not. 

I am very soon going to publish a check list of Early American 
Coins and Tokens by Die Variety and ask your permission to use 
the Newman Nos. for the Virginia, 1/24 Real and Fugio Cent 
sections. 


Sincerely, 



Alfred D. Hoch 


December U, 1961 


Mr .Alfred D.Hoch 
18 Irving Road 
Natick, Mass. 

Dear Als 

Thank you for commenting on the American Antiquar- 
ian Society’s "Comments on the Coinage of Massa- 
chusetts" . This was at the beginning of coin in- 
formation and you will note that I cited it on 
page 2 of my Good Samaritan monograph. 

As far as your check list is concerned, you certainly 
can use ray numbering systems but I want you to know 
that the revision for the Virginia pieces will be 
published shortly by A.N.S.J that a revision of 
the l/2iith real is ready for publication, and that 
as soon as you send me your manuscript on the Fugio 
portion I will correct it to bring it up to date. 

How is our Connecticut project getting along? 

My Hew Year resolution is to get the book on the 
I80h dollar, which I am writing, out of my hair. 

My best to you for the Holiday Season. 

Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


EDISON BROTHERS STORES INC. 


EXECUTIVE OFFICES: 400 WASHINGTON AVE., ST. LOUIS 2, MO. 


December 20, 1961 


Hr. A. D. Hoch 
18 Irving Road 
Natick, Mass. 

Dear Al: 


Yo ’ jr nice letter of December lU is at hand. 


I am returning herewith, with corrections, the 
sections which you forwarded to me. I think 
should include all of the Continental Dollars 
there is no 3~D in brass. 


four 

you 

but 


The Virginia halfpence will 
time your list is published 


V.c 1/21; th real additions won’t hurt if you put 
as crisks indicating the new varieties to be published. 

»itr, r»*p.ct to the Connecticut project, don't you dare 
m-ter<» 1 FS %K?° t °f 1 r ? Pt>iC P l£ tes of the Connecticut 
Kill rfldiv »h S *1 , rUln the pablieation. My Foundatio, 

'200 fZ Hnn b ,°° st * hloh i' 0li ststp is between 

v-ite A k" 3 ? e i t it' WiU ehar «*- 1 ’"iH either 
or ask i‘ he donation directly to then 

that it. w Wal 3*. the charge in view of the fact 

i it wil1 be published in one of their monographs 
2 011 agrep or not under these circumstances? 

As far as your missing 178? pieces are concerned I h- v. 

Reverse”^ * he - n in collection exc^t’for V 

reverse h which Ned Barnsley has. This include* the 

the existence of which you question. Ih^ ie^ypioal 

r *°? t an “ "•«»« a 30 -oalUd 

new d^initior, 1 iRk .ij WOuld be ver ^ important in our 
new munitions to point out which are recut dies. 


EDISON BROTHERS STORES INC. 


EXECUTIVE OFFICES: 400 WASHINGTON AVE., ST. LOUIS 2, MO. 


- 2 - 

Mr.A* D. Hoch 

Ii I can give you a little article for your next 
issue i will be more than pleased. 

ily very best regards for the Holidays. 


December 20, 1961 


Sincerely yours 



ERIC ?. HEW’ .'A M 




£» - N / a tb 


December 20, 1961 


Mr. A. D. Hoch 
18 Irving Hoad 
Natick, Mass. 

Dear Al: 

lour nice letter of December llj. is at hand. 

I am returning herewith, with corrections, the four 
sections which you forwarded to ne. I think you 
should include all of the Continental Dollars but 
there is no 3-B in brass. 

The Virginia halfpence will be published by the 
time your list is published. 

The l/2hth r^al additions won't hurt if you put 
asterisks indicating the new varieties to be published. 

With respect to the Connecticut project, don’t you dare 
issi^e these photographic plates of the Connecticut 
material. This will ruin the publication. Ay Foundation 
will gladly absorb the cost which you state is between 
1200 and £300 which A.N.S. will charge. I will either 
write A.N. S. and make the donation directly to them 
or a3k them to waive the charge in view of the fact 
that it will be published in one of their monographs. 

Do you agree or not under these circumstances? 

As far as your missing 1787 pieces are concerned, I have 
specimens of all of them in my collection except for a 
Reverse E which Ned Barnsley has. This includg3 the li(2) 
the existence of which you question. This is typical 
example of one die being recut and making a so-called 
new variety. I think it would be very important in our 
new definitions to point out which are recut dies. 


December 20, 1961 


- 2 - 


Mr.A. D. Hoch 


If I can give you a little article for your next 
issue I will be more than pleased. 

Hy very best regards for the Holidays. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P. HEV?!AW 


December 27, 1961 


Mr .A* D.Hoch 
18 Irving Road 
Natick, Mass* 

Dear Al: 

It was nice for you to telephone me* 

One of the primary reasons why I believe any dis- 
tribution of photographic plates is wrong is that 
it could be reproduced. You might give the plates 
to a friend whom you know would not misuse them 
but a friend of his could borrow them and there 
would be no control over the situation. 

In your letter of December lh, 1961 you said you 
were missing acceptable shots of certain items 
but in your phone conversation you indicated 
otherwise. I think you ought to let me know what 
you really need, promptly, as I still have Mrs. 
Norveb ’ s coins and must return them very soon. 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely yours. 


EPN/a tb 


ERIC ?. NEWMAN 


